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of June i6th he was in the train and about to set out
for the aerodrome, from where he was to have flown in
answer to M Reynaud's appeal, when he was informed
of the French Premier's sudden resignation. But if M
Reynaud had disappeared, the problem for the British
Government remained the same: if the armistice asked
for by the French Government were concluded, what would
become of the French fleet ?                                    wuuiu
"In these circumstances," Mr. Winston Churchill said
later, in his historic speech in the House of Commons on
June 25th, we naturally did everything in our power to
secure proper arrangements for the disposition of the
rrencn fleet.
M. Baudouin gave Sir Ronald Campbell all the assur
ances that can be found crammed into a rogue's knapsack
Great Britain need have no misgivings. Germany and
Italy would never be able to make use of so much as a
French fishing-boat. Darlan would vouch for that! Until
the last moment, until the last second, the second when
the Marshal s plenipotentiaries were putting their sizna-
tures to a humiliating capitulation, M. Baudouin continued
to declare not only to the British Ambassador but to
many other foreign representatives, notably to JVf'zaleski
the Polish Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the P^taui
P^frr^f ? continuation of the Reynaud Cabinet, and
tnat if Hitler s conditions were not acceptable, the French
Government would embark for North Africa.
He did not mean a single word of it, but he intended to
lull the vigilance of the men to whom he was speaking-
and abruptly confront them with the accomplished fact
He said all this again later to Lord Lloyd, head of the
Colonial Office, and to Mr. Alexander, First Lord of the
Admiralty, who were sent to Bordeaux on June ioth to
make contact with the new French Ministers. The more
he lied, the more he looked as though he were telling
the truth. Indeed, so much fervour did he put into his
lying that at times people were taken in. The worst